
Luckfield Lake – A brief History 

Over the past few months I have been gathering together some information and photographs about 

Luckfield Lake and its origin. The text and photos below are by no means a complete history, but will give 

the present day DDAS members a view into the lake’s history and how it became the place we know today. 

Thanks to Cole Falconer whose website anotherangler.net has photographs of the lake from the 1970’s and 
write ups of his visits to lake between 2009 and 2017. He also introduced me to Peter Rolfe. 

Luckfield Lake (anotherangler.net)  

Special thanks to Peter Rolfe for his kind permission to reproduce the pages from his book, The Net on the 

Garage Wall. A small section of the book tells the story of the creation of Luckfield Lake as we know it 

today. 

Peter’s book is available on Amazon (£7.99) and is a good read if, like me, you went fishing in the 1950’s, 
60’s and 70’s. I am sure it would bring back a lot of fond memories of those less complicated days. The 

book was written in 1997 at which time John Aplin (who now manages Casterbridge Fisheries) ran Luckfield 

Lake as a day ticket water. 

The Net on the Garage Wall: Amazon.co.uk: Rolfe, Peter, Rolfe, Peter, Harrop, Trevor: 9798418788757: 

Books   

If you have any questions or information that you think should be added to this piece then please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

Gary Biles (DDAS Club Secretary) – July 2022 

Club.sec@d-das.com 

 

Luckfield Lake was originally a clay pit with the clay being used to produce the Broadmayne Brick. Remnants of this 

industry are still around if you look closely, for example the brickwork in peg 6 is the remains of one of the kilns.      

This is an aerial photo of the area taken in 1947. The lake is partly obscured by cloud and the village looks very 

different to how it is today.  

 

https://anotherangler.net/html/luckfield_lake.php
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Net-Garage-Wall-Peter-Rolfe/dp/B09T36C168/ref=sr_1_2?crid=36NPCDJ9OR6DJ&keywords=the+net+on+the+garage+wall&qid=1659025545&sprefix=the+net+on+the+%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Net-Garage-Wall-Peter-Rolfe/dp/B09T36C168/ref=sr_1_2?crid=36NPCDJ9OR6DJ&keywords=the+net+on+the+garage+wall&qid=1659025545&sprefix=the+net+on+the+%2Caps%2C88&sr=8-2
mailto:Club.sec@d-das.com


This is another aerial photo of the area taken in 1972. The lake is clearly overgrown with Willow trees. 

 

A Google Earth photo taken in 1997, the lake and Broadmayne more like it is today. 

 

 

The following pictures are pages from Peter Rolfe’s book, The Net on the Garage Wall, relating to the creation of 
Luckfield Lake as a properly run fishery in the 1970’s. Peter was Secretary of Gillingham & District Angling 

Association at the time and instrumental in restoring the lake. The pages from the book are 124 to 130. My apologies 

for the poor clarity of the text, but the only alternative was retype all of Peter’s words myself, taking digital 
photographs seemed (to me at least!) a much less onerous task.     



 



 

 

 

 



        

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



Below are some of Peter Rolfe’s photographs from 1976/77 showing the lake being restored and what it looked like 

after it was full of water again. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

DDAS at Luckfield Lake:  

John Aplin relinquished the lake in 2007 and 2009 DDAS were offered the rental by Jeremy & Elaine Cater (who still 

live at the bottom end of Watergates Lane by the “wash ponds”). The rental began in 2010 and a programme of 

work to open up and restore the lake was started. In 2017 Jeremy offered the club the opportunity to purchase the 

lake which was quickly accepted and finally fulfilled a long time ambition of many past DDAS Chairman for the club 

to own its own water. 

Since 2017 DDAS have been able to do far more work in opening up the lake, improving the water quality, installing 

our own electricity supply and stocking more fish to make it a first class fishery for all types of angler. Whilst most of 

our improvements are for fishing it also benefits the local wildlife. Without the work by the club the lake would long 

ago have been overrun by willows and eventually would have dried out or just become a boggy swamp area. Deer, 

Fox and Badger are seen around the lake as well as mice, voles and unfortunately a Rat or two! There are a large 

number of bird species nesting around the lake and Kingfishers are frequent visitors in the summer months. This 

year I am working with the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) to obtain funding for improvements to the 

habitat around the lake for the local wildlife. This will include, nest boxes for birds, Bat boxes, fruit bearing trees, 

waterside planting and a few shallow ponds for amphibians and insects.      

The work at Luckfield never stops, there is always something that needs doing, clearing paths, repairing pegs, 

repairing the potholes on the lane, monitoring the water quality, improving the environment for the local wildlife 

and 101 other things. If you enjoy going to the lake look out for the working party requests that go out via Facebook 

and e-mail, we always need help and many hands make light work.  

Some pictures of the lake showing work we have done over the past 5 years: 

 

 
July 2022 

The new bridge in the south west corner 

 

 
January 2021 

Iced up during a cold spell 



 
February 2021 

The south side of the lake with Julie & Mark Ching’s summer house in the centre.  

Many a work party were very grateful for Julie’s cups of tea and delicious cakes.  

 

 

 
March 2021 

Peg 6 at sunset, taken from peg 2  

 

 
February 2022 

Graham Howard and Tom Foyle spreading Microchalk. 

We do this once a year, during the winter, and it helps 

with the decomposition of leaf litter and greatly improves 

the oxygen levels in the lake. 



 
February 2022 

The west side of the lake, pegs 5, 6 and 7 during refurbishment, taken from peg 2  

 

 
March 2020 

Steve Sudworth, Jim Roper, Johnny Johns and Jack Johns 

digging a trench for the new electricity supply 

 
March 2019 

Steve Sudworth, Johnny Johns and Jerry Bracey rebuilding 

peg 2. Refurbishing the pegs is like painting the Forth 

Bridge; you get to the last one and start again!  

 
2019 

An Early Purple Orchid, just one of the many species of 

flora and fauna that inhabit the area around lake. 

 

 
November 2018 

The overhanging Willows removed from the right side of 

peg 2, this opened up a whole new area for fishing as 

previously the branches were down to water level and 

out beyond the overflow pipe. 



 
January 2021 

Coppicing the Willows behind peg 3, 4, 5. 

During the one of the Covid lock downs myself and Tom 

Foyle took the opportunity to coppice the Willows 

behind Pegs 3, 4, 5. They had grown very tall (over 20ft) 

and spindly. This opened up the north side of the lake to 

light and wind. They now form a thick hedge along this 

boundary.   

 

 

 
January 2021 

Coppicing the Willows on a very cold and misty January 

morning. The photo of the iced over lake above was taken 

on the same morning. It took 3 days to cut them all down 

and move the brash. Several of us benefitted from the 

logs which warmed our homes the following winter.  

 

 
February 2021 

The fallen Oak tree between pegs 5 & 6 

This happened on a very misty morning much to the 

surprise of an angler opposite in peg 2 who, not being 

able to see across the lake, wondered what all the noise 

and commotion was!  

   

 
February 2021 

Removing the fallen Oak. 

More wood for the log burners. 

 
May 2017 

The newly rebuilt pegs 6, 7, 8 and the aerator running to 

keep the oxygen levels up.  

The aerator runs over night, but in the summer months 

(June to August) we also run it during the day.  

 
May 2017 

Steve Sudworth taking a break after completing the 

rebuild of peg 1. 

 



 
January 2022 

Removing dead Ash trees from next to Peg 10 

Ash “Die Back” disease is prevalent across the country 

now and all of the Ash trees at Luckfield have it. We 

decided to remove these ones before they became a 

potential danger. This is the before photo. 

 

 
 

January 2022 

After the trees were removed. Much more light and air 

for the lake as a side benefit of their removal. 

 
July 2022 

Building the new bridge to bypass the slippery narrow 

track between pegs 9 and 10. A great job done in the 

main by Steve Sudworth and Johnny Johns. 

 

 
July 2022 

The completed bridge. In addition the left side has a 

barrier to stop fish getting into the corner or getting 

tangled up around the support posts. This in turn will also 

create a safe place for fish fry, insects and amphibians. 

 

Gary Biles (Club Secretary)  

7th August 2022 (last updated)  


